THE 


CHRISTIAN 


LIFE AND DEATH. 
OF MISTRIS KaTHERiNn BRETTERGH, 


late wife of Maſter Villaam Brettergh, of Bret- 
terghoult, inthe Countie of Lancaſter Gentle- 
man; who departed this world the — 
late May. 0 


With thomanner of a bitter conflict ſhe had with 
Sten, and ble1r4 congueit by Chri, before her death, 


* *tplorie of God, and comfort of 
all bcholders. 
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Rezoyce not againit me, O mine enemie : though I fall, I ſhall 


riſe againe : And when I ſit in darkeneſſe, the Lord ſhall be alight 
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he 2 y 775 and Chika 4 ath, of 
Miftris Kat herin Brettergh, 


Dis Gentle woman was bozne in Cheſhire, 
7. the daughter of Iohn Bruen of Brueuſtaple- 
ford Eſquire, well deſcended, and of an anci⸗ 
ent houſe. Per education befoze her marſage 
was ſuch,as became the pzofeſſionofthe Gol 
pell, in godlines and puritie of life and religt- 

—— gp, and wel beſæmed the houſe where ſhe was Stapleford. 
W vp. The @criptures ſhee knew from a child, and by 
reading thereof, gained ſuch knowledge, that ſh& was able rea⸗ 
die to apply them when occaſion was offered, as we may ſee at 

©'1- hath. eng that ſo fitlp, and effcctually, that ſher 

Het dallie meditation. Foz the things 

„ moverate, and ſober, and by her Chziſtian 

Wie 1. cath, che t.. o teach many Gentle women, how vaine 

the pleaſares and faſhions ol this woꝛld are, and how farre vn⸗ 

able to bzing that peace to a diſtreſſed heart, that the embzacing 
al true Religion can. 

Ohe vſed not to gad abꝛoad with wandzing Dinah, to dancing Geneſ.34.r. 
greenes, markets, 02 publike aſſemblies : but rather with Han. *- Sm. 1. 9. ia. 
nah did chuſe to tread bpon the duſt of the Sand nat ie, and walks 
inthe wal e of Sion: yea, with Dauid, rather to bee a doore-kee- Plalm.$4.10, 
per ia the houſe of God, then to haue ſocietie with the wicked, or 
todwell in the tents and tabernac'-; of the vngodly. Che Sab- 
bath day was alwates deere and come to her, what time ſhe 
wou? not be without the wozd pꝛeached, though many times 
he went farre foz it. Her delight was ſtill to conſecrate it glorious 
to he Lord, And as it is ſaid of Ioſiah, his heart melted when he 2. King. 2249. 
hear che law; ſo map it be ſaſd ofher, her heart was ſo tenber 

and ull of compaſſion, that oftentimes ſhee was ſeene to heart 
— reade, pꝛap, and meditate with teares. 
De made conſcience of all ſinne ; pt a, of the leaſt iin, ſuch as 
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The Chriſtian life and death 

wo2/dlings count no ſinne: ſhe neuer vled toſweareoath great 
no; ſmall, no2 pct to abuſe her tongue with vaine oꝛ vnleemely 
ſpeeches ; no not ſo much as a teſt-lte 02 immodeſt wo2d; neither 
durſt ſhe name the name of God, 02 take his titles in her mouth, 
without great rcuerence, In pꝛiuate ſpeech where ſhee might 
ſpeake with pꝛofit, ſhœ did it ſo well, that her ſpeeches might 
baue ben delivered by a ſtronger veſſell then her ſelfe:her wozds 
being ſo well ſeaſoned, and pꝛocæ ding from ſuch a ſanctified 
heart, did alwates miniſter grace to the heaters. 

To reade, to pꝛap, to ſing, to meditate, was her daily exer⸗ 
ciſeʒand ber chiefeſt delight was in the holy ſotiety of the Saints 
vpon earth (wbich I ſap not fo2 any cauſe, but onely to ſhew the 
fountaine from whence her godlie end flowed, and that the 
wozld may ſ& ſome there be which chuſe rather to be iopned 
with the people of God, then to enioy the pleaſures of ſinne for a 
ſeaſon; and theſe J doubt not have choſen the better part,) Fi- 
nally, the pꝛecepts ofthe Loꝛd were pꝛetious vnto her, ſo fron 
ber childhood (h&@ feared G2d and ur 
knowledge andſanatification did ioyne (nv. de ud 
fects whereof did appeare in her life, and was ſerne at he. 
to the gloꝛie of God, and comfozt ot all dehblders, 

She was not like the fimple Popiſh women of our dales, 
which are euer learning, and neuer able to come tothe knowledge 
of the truth; hut rather like the noble men and women of Berea, 
which receiued the woꝛd of God with readineſſe, and were able 
td diſcerne of Pauls and Silas peaching, Wut wo doe 3 ſpeake of 
Popiſh women. whoſe ynderſtandings are dat ker then the darks 
nes of Egypt? Let vs come and eramine many other whech {me 
to dert Poperte, and aske them a reaſon of their faith ; the i can 
tell pon a tale ot their raffes, 7 - > their pꝛide, and their banitics 
bat fo2 Religton, it is the leaßt thing they regard, 02 ſky to 
know: which J ſpeake not fo much to ſolace my ſelte in the fins 
and ſimplititie of others, as earneſtly deſiring al Gentlewomen, 


that either knew this holy Saint of God, oz hereafter ſhall heate 


ok her, in ſtean ol your glalles at home, wherein pou pzicke 43d 
pꝛune, and pin pour ſelues, to looke into this glaſſe befoze pour 
eyes, that ſo her life, and death, map ber an exampie foz you to 


lol ow, 


of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 
When ſhe was about twentte pres old, (by the conſent of 
her ſelfe,and her friends) ſhe was married to a young Lancaſhire 
Gentleman, Maſter William Brettergh of Bretterghoult nere 
Liverpole : one that lie wiſe embꝛaced Religion ũncerelie, and 
fo; the ſame indured many grienances at the hands of Papiſts, 
Two peres and mo2e the liued after ſhe was married, and 
had (Ce onelie one Daughter: during which time, this couple 
ltaed together in ſuch mutuall fop andcomfozt,as well beſemed 
the childzen of God, which make p3ofeſſion of his truth. And al⸗ 


Anna Bret. 
tergh. 


though this Gentle woman came from the habitations of Abra- Plal. 120. 5. 


ham to dwell in Sodome, amidſt the tents of Kedar, that is to 
fay, among inbumane bands of bꝛutiſh Napiſts. indur ing manp 
tempoꝛall grienances from them; pet her knowledge, patience, 
mild inclination, and conſtancie foꝛ the truth was ſuch, as that 
her husb ind was further builded vp in Religion by her meanes, 
and his face daily moꝛe and moꝛe hardened againſt the diuell, and 
„e placnte agents; the Popiſh Recuſancs, Church-papiſts, 

"1. od © «tall Proteftants, which ſwarmed toge- 
ther ! 70 :rietshi; ,vAr parts, 

It ta ot viſknowneto Lancaſhire, what hozſes and cattell of 
her s werekilted vpon his grounds in the night, moſt 
barbarouſtte at two ſenerail tunes dy Sethinarte Þ2iefts (no 
queſtion) and Recuſants th ' thereabouts. And what a 
loſe and hind2ance it was vnto him, being all the ocke her had 
on his grounds to any purpoſe, This fell out not long after ſhe 
was married to hint; yet this was ſo farre fronidiſmaytng her, 
u wozking ſuch p alſions in her, <grolvimitionts her ſer, that 
<Þratherteroyced! then forrowei 


turning it into matter or 


lohn Wrigh- 


Rating God, and ſabmitting ber felfe to bis good pꝛouldence. 0 Ef 


Hit the wautd baue fab. Jtis gooothat ſuch things be; but wor f 


quire, 


ichard 


bttothem that doe them, It is good mn God, thereby to chaſten Ocme. 


letonſirmed in the truth, and that Papiſtrie may ber diſgraced, 
when the woꝛld hall ſer ſuch wickednefſe flow from it. It is 
vod in Os d, that fo the wicked may be without ercuſe at the dap 
* tadgement, when thetr confcience ſhall tell them, that howſo- 
der God ſaffers them to doe ſuch villante foz ſome iuſt cauſe 

| 43 known 


ds childzer, and pꝛeuent ſome ſine, which he ſaw vs like to fall eh Heaton, 
lafo, Ft 16 good reſpect of Gods Charch, that the weake map uc cd ma 
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The Chriſtian life and death 
knowne fo himlelfe ; yet thep commit it onely of malice and re. 
nenge. Oltentimes alſo in theſe verations,ſhe would baue ſaid; 

| the merctes of God are infinite, who doth not onely by bis wozd, 
4 but alſo by his iuſtice, make vs fit fo2 his kingdome, Little doe 
1 our enemies know, what good by theſe things they doe vnto vs, 
and what wzacke they bzing to their owne kingdome, while they 
* let f2th the wickedneſſe thereof, Many times ſhee would pꝛay 
| that God would fozgine them, which had done them this hurt, 
| and ſend them repentance ; and che would call vpon her huſband, 
{| March.5.44 that he would doe the like, and bleſſe them that curſed him, And 
| fo; feare leſt her huſband ſhould falle in that point thzough in⸗ 
Lohn 1. 5. firmitie and weakeneſſe, as it is ſald of Iob, who offered ſacrifice 
| for his ſonnes, leſt peraduenture they ſhould ſinne, and blaſpheme 
| God in their hearts: ſo ſhe neuer failed, but daily pꝛaped vnto the 
Loꝛd to ſanctifie her huſbands thoughts, and direc his heart a- 
right, onelie to ſeeke Gods glozie, without either deſire of re 
nenge, oz ſatiſfying his owne affections. Do bunble was her 
ſpirit, ſo carefull to auoid and pꝛeuent % 5 
and otbers; and ſo mild of nature, that z. C0 Mil. 
Gen. 33.3... neſſe ſoftened the malicious heart of Eſau his bzother : - avid 
1. S mag. phy bis kindnelle in the caue, changed the ir de of Saul, into wes 
* ping, andconfeſſing that Dauid was mozerighteous then be :lo 
þ the by her meekenelle, humilitie, and vnſpotted carriage inthe 
„ woꝛld, fozced ſome of the aduerſaries to Religion, to ſpeake well 
of her. 
Foz her life, ſhe was well repoꝛted ol all that knew her. Pill 
full and bountifull was ſhee to the pooze, and lacked no oppoz- 
- tunitie to doe good heres Hes _— —— . 
courſe, and kept her times of pzaping,r g. 
— che had plentifull gets) and continuallie vſed the lam 
at ſuch times as were fitting foz ber ſtate, ſex, and calling. At 
the exerciſes of Religion, as yzaper and inſiructlon in ber fam 
lie, ſhe would not be wanting: beſides pꝛiuate pꝛaper, and me- 
ditation which ſhe omitted not but vſed daily, both in ber cham 
Geneſ.24.63. ber, as alſo abꝛoad ſecretlie and ſolitarilie in the ochard, garden. 
02 fields, as Iſaacks manner was. In reading the Scriptures ha 
vſedenermoze to taſke ber ſelfe,eigbt chapters a day at the leaf, 
and foz the time which ſhe ſaw euill 0; idlie ſpent, without vol 


1 
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of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 
ſome good, ſhe vſed to call the time of tentation. Many times alſo 
ſhe would reade ſome godly wztter, oz expoſitoꝛ of Scxipture, oʒ 
in the booke of Partpzs; and was ſeene to weepe moſt bitterly, 
when either ſhe had read of that which touched ber affections 
neere, oz ol the cruell martyzdome, which the deare childꝛen of 
God were put vnto, by the cruell and wicked tyzants of fozmer 


dales. 

Foz Poperie, ſhe ſaw it ſo grofſe and fooliſh, that ſhee would 
not once name it, except it were to argue againſt it, dut nenerfo2 
{t : ſo zealous was ſhe of Gods gloꝛie, and loved the truth ſo in 
tirely, that ſhe would not once open her mouth to plead fo2 Baal. 

Sin aboue all things was batefull vnto her, foz there at ſhe 
would haue griened, as well when ſhe bad ſeene it in others, as 
in her ſelfe. One oz two examples I cannot omit, wherein ſher 
bewzated a woztbte ſpirit,ſancified by the ſpirit of God, and pꝛe⸗ 
paredfoz all the aſſaults of Satan. On a time, as her huſband 


e. th ſhe) I feare your heart is not right to- 
wards d, that t thus angrie for atrifle : And weeping ſhe 
ſaid fuituher, you muſt pray againſt this your affection, and alwaies 
be ſare your anger be of God, forelſe how dare you appeare this 
day before his Miniſter? and offer vp your prayers in the publike 
congregation of the Saints of God? Another time, a tenant of her 
huſbands, being behind with bis rent, ſher deſired bim to beare 
yet with him aquarfer of a yeere, which bee did: and when the 
man b;onght bis money, with teares ſhee ſaid to her husband :1 
feare you doe not well to take it ofhim, though ir bee your right, 
for I doubt he is not well able to pay it, and © A you oppreſſe the 
poore.D0 great a compaſſion had the of other mens wants, that 
M things being duly confldered, and rigbtiy weighed, me thinks 
ed ſap of ber, ag Paul fad of Timothie, I know none like 
nded. * 


- ant * were N the Church, he was angry with his 
canb 


Thus after ſhe was marrfed, the continued in the things thee Phils 20. | 


learned, and beld ber pzofefſion with ſuch ſinceritie, that the 


to our rrligt ery Papiſts) had 
. —— 


wfoz the godly that knew ber, they al wates acknowledged that 
modellte, and vertnous carriage in her,topned with knowledge 
and 
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The Chriſtian life and death 
and pꝛackiſe of all the duties of religion, that they had ſnuff tanſe to 
repoꝛt of her, as of a ſound and faithfull pꝛoſt ſloꝛ of the Goſpell, 

T wo perres, and ſomewhat moe ſhe liued with her husband, 
{ii about Wihitſontide, it pleaſed Cod to ſend her that icknes 
whereof on Whitſondap ſhe died. 

Her ſicknelle taoke her in the manner of a hot burning Ague, 
which made her accozding to the nature of ſach diſeaſes, now 
and then to talke ſome what bl, andthzough the tempters ſub: 
tiltie, which abuſed the infirmitte of her body to that end, as he 
oftentimes vſeth to doe in many, from idle wo2ds, to deſcend in 
to a heauie conflict, with the (nfirmitte of her owne ſpirit; from 
the wich, vet the Loꝛd pꝛeſently ond wonderfully delluered her, 
gluing ſo foyfull an iſſue to the tentation, that ſhe might well vie 
the woꝛds ofthe A av hea afterwards Ye did: For a moment, 
O Lord, thou diddeſt hide thy face from me, for a little ſeaſon, hut 
wich euerlaſting mercie thou haddeſt compaſſion on me. On Sa- 
turday ſeuen . night befoze Whitſunday, what time ſhe ſickned ſhe 
began to fecle ſome little iniurmitis and ove» ? map 
then the had wont to ſhe w, but ſhe ſoo1icvnercame it, . Mon- 
day night it increaſed ypon ber, and the allault of the enemie be 
gan to be ſharpe, aud ſa continued till the next day at afternoons; 
what time God deltuered her, any ſent her peace and comloꝛt ol 
conſcience, and ſo intrealed the lame in ber continuali til ſhed 
ed. The manner ol her ackliaion as tb is. 

Firũ, the ſcaexitie of Gods tultice and the greaines ol ber ſing 
began to come into her wind, which much afflicted ber, and ſhe 
would olten ſpeake ol it. Then ſhe accuſed ber (clfe of pzide,that 
ſh& haddelighted too much in der ſelfe, and her beautie. After- 
wards ſhe thought 828 faith, hut was fall ol hppocriſle, 
and had not (mhzaced Religion (9-eacneſtlie,, nas glo2ified God 
ſo woꝛthilie (eſpecially with an eden oft cher repeated) 
noꝛ loued him lo ſincerely as ſhe ought to baue done, Dometime 
the would caſt her Bible from ber, andſap : It was indeed the 
bookeof life, but ſhe had read the ſame vnprofitablie, and there- 
fore fearedit was become to her the booke of death. 0 
ſhe would lay her Knnes had made her a pzap to Satan, a 
&acleto the wo2ld, a diſgrace to religion, and a ſhame to ber 
þusband, kinred, and all true Chzillians: 


and here ſher would 
. 


ep 
was 
comin 
that b 
charg 
ling tt 
lection 
ben b 
then a 
weake 
tifullc 
ling fr 
all the 
was gt 
fle of it 
her bod 
hemnre 
times 
ſaid, La 
not pra) 
andſofl 
could be 


plic atio 


was on 
the killu 
by ber, 
weaken; 
diſeaſe u 
Theſe 
and diſco 
tontinus 
gine teſt 
tentattor 
ons at th 
andhand 


her tentat 


of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 
wepe bitterly, Sometime the oziginall coꝛruption wherein ſhe 
was bozne, troubled her, and the ſinnes of her parents, and the 
common parents of all, the caters of the forbidden fruit: ag if 
that dad made her vnwo2thie of God, and were then laid to her 
charge. Many times ſhee accuſed her ſelle of impatience, be wal⸗ 
ling the want of feeling Gods ſpirit, and making doubt ol her e» 
ledion, and ſuch like (nfirmities, She wiſhed that ſhe had neuer 
been bozne,o2 that ſhe had deen made any other creature, rather 
then a woman. She cried oat oftentimes, Woe, woe, woe,&c.a 
weake, a wofull, a wretched, a forſaken woman, and ſuch like pt- 
tifull complaints againſt her ſelfe, with teares contmnally tricks 
ling from her etes, Sher complained of grienous thirſt, ſuch as 
all the water in theſea could not quench (and pet when dzinke 
was gluen her, ſometimes refuſed it, ſometimes toke a verp lit⸗ 
lle ol it:) [weate burſt out vpon her ercedingly, and ſometimes 
her body burned exrtreamelp. So it ſeemed the ſorrowes of death 
hemmed het in, and the griefes of hell laid hold vpon her, Domes 
times o verp dul n p2aper, and once when ſhe ſhould bane 
laid, Lade vs not into tentation, ſhe made a ſtop, ſaping, l may 
not pray; Imay not pray (being iaterrupted, as ſhe ſaid, by Satan) 
and ſo ſhewed muth diſcomloꝛt: howbett the was not left till ſhe 
could both pzay,ans make confeſſion of her faith with ſpeciall aps 
_ plicatfon to her ſeife, Besides theſe ficrte darts of Satan, ſhee 

was once 02 twice troubled wity vainc ſpeeches, as oſ her child, 
the killing ol her husdands cattell, that ſhe thought ſhe ſaw a fire 
by her, c. But euery one (aw that theſe things pꝛoceeded of 
weakeneſſe, empt ineſſe ofber head, and want of leepe, which her 
diſeaſe would not affoo2d her. 

Theſc fits though they were foz the time grieuous to her ſelfe, 
anddiſcomfo2ztable to her friends:yet were they neither long noz 
tontinual, but in the very middeſt of them, would ſhe oftentimes 
gine teſtimonie of her faith, irining and fighting againſt her 
tentattons. Many times when the ſtanders by tudged her afflict(+ 
ons at the ſharpeſt, would ſhe call vpon God, lifting vp ber eies 
ind hands to heauen, and defire him to give her ſtiength againſt 
her tentations. Many times with a chearetull tountenance ſhe 
would defire thoſe that were by not to faint, noꝛ giue her oner, 
butconſtantly to pꝛap, and helpe her 1 the tempter. = 


| 


| 
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| 
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The Chriſtian life and death 
| in the middeſt of her tentation, being demanded by Maſter Willi. 
William Fox, am Foxe: whether ſhe did beleeue the promiſes of God or no? 
and-whether ſhe could pray?ſhe anſwered: O that I could, I would 
willingly, but he will not let me. Lord I belceue,helpe my vnbe- 
liefe : which ſhe pzonounced with a ſtil low voice. And when he 
replied, that if ſhe had a deſire to pzap and belecue, ſhee did pꝛay 
and belcene, and that ſo effectuallie, that hell gates ſhould not o⸗ 
uercome her, accoꝛding ta that ofthe Apoſtle, God acceptethic 
according to that amanhath, not according to that aman hath 
not : ſhe was much comfozted thereby, 
Once alter a great conflict with Satan, ſhe ald: Satan re» 


2. Cor. 8.1 2. 


' William Bret- not with me, Iam but a weake woman,ifthou haue any thing tc 


tergh, ſay, ſay ĩt to my Chriſt; he is my aduocate,my ſtrength, and my ic- 
deemer, and he ſhall pleade for me. Sometimes when ſhe was al 

flicted with the acculation of her ſins, and want of feeling Gods 

mercy, ſhee would with many a pitilull ſob and much weeping, 

| TohoBret- praytothe Lord Ieſus Chriſt to help and comforther,a poore wo- 
eergh. full, diſtreſſed woman, and requeſt othets to pꝛap fo bel. Ano 
Edward a when ſhe was moued to make confeſſion of her faith, he wonld 

| pinwall. do it oftentimes, ſaping the Apoſtles Creed, and concluding the 


ſame with woꝛds of application to her ſelle: bel&ene the remilll⸗ 
on of [my] ſins, the reſurreaton of [my] body, and eternal! life] to 
me] Amen. And hauing done, ſhe would pꝛay God to confirme 
her in that faith, euer concluding with the Lords Prayer, às de⸗ 
noutly andreuerontly as any that were pꝛeſent. A Chziſtian 
friend, who by his daily attendance on her, diſcharged the duty of 
William a faithfull Chziſtian, ſtanding by fold ber, that no tentation had 
Woodward. befallen her, but that which appertained to the child of God, and 
that God is faichifull and true, and had promiſed to giue an iflue 
with the tentation: whereat ſhe expꝛeſſed great comt̃oꝛt. 
Paſter Edward Afpinwal, a faithful pꝛoſeſſoʒ of the truth, and 
a true Iſraelite, was much with her in the time of ber ſicknes,and 
miniſtred much heauenlyinſtruct ion vnto ber, and camloꝛ ted bet 
at all times with apt places of Scripture, me ting with ber tens 
tations tandſo put tte ſwoꝛd of the ſpirit into hex band, He pꝛe⸗ 
pounded to her the moſt:plentifult comfozts of God vnto his 
Ela. 0. l. a. a8. Church, in the 40.41;42-and 43, Chapters of Iſaiah, vtteredin 
29.39.37. fſuch ſpeeches and phaales as might moſt fitlle a 
| n comio; 
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comfozts, Alſo he directed her to conſider the Paſſſonand Pꝛayer Efa.4r.9.9.ro, 


of our Saniour Chꝛiſt, fa; all big, Iohn 17. Match. 26. Luk. 22. 23. 
But ſpecially did he often inculcate that ſweete inuitation of our 
Daulour: Come vnto me all you that trauell and be heauie laden, l 


will caſe you. But the difficultte ſhe had ſometimes to apply theſe El. 43. 1a. . 


generals vnto her own ſoule in particular, made the caſe moze ful 
of anguiſh to her ſelf, and leareſul and lamentable to the ſt anders 
by: Albeit ſhe acknowledged Gods Maieſſy, mercy, faithſulneſſe, 
and cruch; pet (fill complained ſhe of her owne weaknes, and vn 
wo2thines,and could hardly appꝛopꝛiate each thing to her ſelſe. 
Co help her ſome what herein(foz pzoperly otherwiſe, it is the 
peculiar wozk of the holy ſpirit of God,to perſwade the hart and 
ſoule of her particular intereſt in theſe general pzomiſes)ſhc was 
told that the Almighty who was merciſull, as ſhe had pzoned,and 
faithfull as ſhe confeſſed;intended all theſe mercies to as many as 
he did call and make pꝛomiſe to. And that hee called her ſhe muff 
needs confeſſe.both becanſe that then ſhe not only her ſelle read, 
bat heard others reade thoſe bleed wozds of God vnto her: and 
alſo foz that in fozmer times, he bad bin touched with the lone of 
God, and that his truth: and had well pzofited in the deteſtation 
of ſinne, and imit ation ol der Sauiour in a bolylife. And foz ths 
pꝛoſe thereof; ſhe was wiſhed to remember in fozmer times her 
Baptiſine,ber frequentingof Sermons, 4 oſtenrecetiuing the moſt 
comfo2table repaſt of the holy Communion, her dailp, and almoſt᷑ 
tontinual exertiſe ofreading,meditating,and praying, &c. Alſo he 
ilured her, that neither p̊ pꝛeſent agony ſhe was in, noz the ſpi. 
ches then iu that diſtreſſe, tending to the ſignification of deſpaire, 
extozted from her, were any iuſt cauſes, whp either ſhe, oʒ any 
that heard her, ſhould iudge ſeareſullie of her, becauſe all might 
ſee the fault was not in her will, as appeares bp herpzapers,con* 
feſons,plaints,ſighs,tearcs,and grones to God foz mercy,and 
full afarance in the blod of Chriſtz but in her iudgement, not able 
at that time to diſcerne the wales of the Almightie: And therein 
told her) ſhe was made c6fozmable.not onlyto many tye boly 


s of God, lob, leremy, Dauid, ę others moꝛe, but alſo to her lob 3.1. &c. 
bend, dur L02d and @autour Chriſt leſus: ul whom ine reade, that 10. ft. 
ſome baue curſed the day of their birth, and called for their end, 1,410 * 
and darkenes to couer them: They haue been as men without Lament. 3. dc. 


52 hope, 


| Pfal.6.3. 


| Pal 38.4. &c. 


1 Maith. 27 45. 
| Marth.26.38, 
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hope, and ſwallowed vp in deſpaire: They haue cried how the 
wrath of God hath torne them, and the terrors of the Almighty 
haue fought againſt them: They haue had no peace in their ſoules, 
nor comfort intheir conſciences, their prayers haue bin ſnut from 
God, their ſinnes haue been terrible vnto them, crying that their 
iniquities had gone ouer their heads, and were a butthen too hea- 
uie ſot them to beate: And they haue thought themſelues ſpecta. 
cles of ſname and reproch, and as monſters vnto men: They were 
grieved for the ſinnes of their parents, and complained that they 
were deſolate, forſaken, and moſt miſerable and wretched in the 
world; petfo2 all this were thep ſtill the deare childzen ol God, 
as pon are this day. (Nay (ſaith he) J pꝛap pou conſider, what 
to;ments God inflicted vpon his deare Don vpon the Croſſe: did 
be not crie out, My God, my God,why haſt thou forſaken me?He 
complained, that his ſoule was heauie vnto death; pet was hee 
heard in that which he feared, and God deliuered him, After this, 
be read vnto her the 22, Pſalme, wherein David complained, 
partly of his owne, but pzincipallyof the moſt bitter anguith 
which our Sauiour Ch2ift endured, and ſuffered in body and 
ſoule, putting her in mind, that her caſe was not ſo bad as Dauids, 


noꝛ much vnitke our Sauſours, who endured all that, and moze 


koꝛ her and theretoze ſhe had no cauſe ts feare, ſæ ing Chrift had 
obtained bictoꝛie, and would vndoubtedlip bee with her, deliner 
her, and efernally glozifie her with himſelfe loꝛ enermoze; and ſo 
continually hee pzopounded to her ſach comfoztable places of 
Scripture,as might meet with her infirmities, This greatly re- 
kreſhed her, and gaue her occaſion maup times to call vpon God, 
fozencreaſe of grate, and deliuerance from her grienous tentati⸗ 
ons: the which God of his accuſtomed goodnes vouchſafed, on 
Tueſday, about thz&a clocke in the afternone, what time ſhe 
felt her ſelfe in very good meaſure deltuered from all her fozmer 
fearcs and afflictfons,But on Saturday next after, which was the 
dap befoze her death, ſhe was wholly releaſed,and filled with ſach 
in ward comfo2t,thatit greatly affected vs that ſaw it. 

This is the ſumme of that tentation which ſhe had, wherein 
what can any man ſe that might giue ſuſt occaſſon to repozt our 
religion comtoꝛt les, oꝛ the Gentle woman died deſpairing? This 
we axe ſure of, that to be without tentation is the greateſt tenta- 


tion: 
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of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 
tion: a8 alſo, that nothing befell her, which hath not befallen the 
holteft of the childzen of God, And ſhe that conſidered her owne 
cozruption (which how great it is in the beſt of Gods Saints, J 
need not ſap) and bethonght her ſeife of the puniſhment due ther» 
to,if God in iuſtice ſhonld reward her, no marnel if ſhe bzake out 
ſometime into heauy complaints. I make no queſtion it was the 
wozke of God in her, to ſuffer Satan eo accuſe her, and afflic 
der fo2 her ſinnes, that ſo ſhe might the better ſee them, and con⸗ 
flder the hainouſnes of them, and befoꝛe her departure repent her 
ofthem, and betake her wholly to Chriſt fo2 the ſauing ol her 
foule, And if if pleaſed God thus to make her poſleſſe her ſins be- 
foe ſhe died, let thoſe which neuer pet knew the waſght o their 
fianes, be wiſe in time, and remember, that he ſhall nener haue 
bis ſinne fo2giuen, which firſt oz laſt doth not vndergoe a holy 
deſpaire fo it, and acknowledgenothing to remaine in himſelſe, 
but matter of judgement and cond:mnatton:; and comfozt and 
eternall life to flow alone from leſas Chriſt, 
Andasfo2 thoſe which haue learned to ſcoffe at the ferro2s 
of Gods childzen, and to cenſure ſuch, as are at ſometimes caſt 
downe with feeling the anger of God againſt ſinne, let them 
conſider the bleed (Nae that God gaue to the troubles of this 
Gentle woman, and let them acknowl: dge his wozke in her. And 
if they will not doe this, but p2oceed to traduce the dead, then let Fox. Ads and 
them call to mind, thoſe of the Popiſh crue, and perſons of Mon. pag. 
greater note among them, then this Gentlewoman was, which 5g. s- 
have died moſt fearefnlly indeed. Cardinall Sadelot, Iacobus La- Prancis the 


tomus the Dininitſe Reader at Louaine, Hofmeſter the Frier, Monke, one of 


Guarlacus, Bomelius, Creſcentius the Cardfnall,Stephen Gardi- the ten pop iſh 
ner Biſhop of Wincheſter, and diners the bloodle perſecutozs beste,. 
in Queene Maries time, and ſome of the Popes themſelues, as prance Anno 
namely, Pope Sixtus Quintus of late peeres: ell which died moſt Dow. 1601. 
fearefallie and miſerablſe, and ſhewed manifeſt ſignes at their Sce Halen 
death, that their popiſh fuperſtition was the condemnation of Mill.b-ftoria 
their ſoules. And if they will iudge of my religion by mp death, — 
let them acknowledge their religion is the doctrine of deſperati* cerraine cx- 
on, and that the truth and faith which was able to fill the heart amplcs of the 
and tongue of this bleſſed Gentle woman at her death, with ſach !<!vires to 
comfozts, is the doctrine of Chziſt, renealedfrom bea · Purpoſe. 
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The Chriſtian life and death, &c. 
nen,that wee might line and die in it. 

From Tueſday, till Whitſan-ceven, her comkoꝛt ſeill fncres 
ſed, and tentations vaniſhed away,She would then very cheae. 
fully iopne with the company in pzayer,and ſinging Plaln css 

John Bruen occaſion offered,and pertoꝛmed all ſuch duties as were int t fo} 


| Eſquire. ber in that eſtate, One dap, her bother h. Iohn Bruen of Brucn. 


_— er- taple ford came from his houſe in Cheſlure to biſit her, and ati: 
William Fox, ſome kind ſalatation paſſed betwene them, de ſaid vato her: $i. 
lohn Bret ter, be not diſmaied at your troubles, but remember what the l. 
tel gh. poſtle ſaith, that iudgement muſt begin at the houſe of God. Ti 
yam 1, Whom lhe anſwered, as one that was alſo very ready in tie 
john Holland, ®criptures, with the verp next wo2vs following: True it is, ad 


Maud Brew il it begin at vs, and the righteous thall ſcarce be faued, where ſha 
cergh. the ſinners and vngodly appeare? After that ſhe pꝛaped with hun, 
— and ſung a Plalme with him, as one that ret tiued great com on 
. * 4.17.18. by bim, and acknowledged in him, a hart ſet toſ&k the things be 
lohn Holland. longing to the kingosm of Chziſt. During this tine, in the night 
William Bret · with ſuch as waked with her, ſhe would pꝛap and rehearſe fo; 
tergh. her com oꝛt many texts of Scripture, and namely the 8, to the 
3, Romanes, manp times concluding and cloſing vp that ſhe read, 

oz repeated, with pꝛaper, and moſt comfoztable vſes and appl. 

cations thereof co her ſelle, with ſhew of ſach ioy and comfo2t,that 
Richard thehearers rejopcedat it. When *ſh& receiued any meat, ſhce 
Sunn. Piaped Sod not onely to ſancifie thoſe creatures foz her bodili 
8 ſuſtenance, but alſo to fill her ſoule with the waters of life, often 
tergh, William repeating that of the Neuelation: To him chat thirſteth, willl 
Woodward. giue of the waters of life freelie. 


Woodwar 


Wala Fox. One time ſhe toke her Bible in her hand, and ſopſully kiſſing - 


Wire der tt, and looking bp toward be auen, che lad that ofthe Plalme: 0 
mou. Lord, it is good for me that I haue bin afflicted, that I maylearne 
William Fox. thy ſtatutes: The law of thy mouth is better to me then thouſands 
Pal. 19.71. 73. of gold and ſiluer. 
WilliawBret Aasatber time ſhe called her husband to ber and lad: O hus- 
eergh. band,beware of Papiſtric,keepe your ſelſe holy before the Lord: 
Yeeldnot tothe abominations of the wicked, leſt they reioyce, 
and ſo you diſhonour Cod, and deſtroy your owne ſoule. Again? 
Maud Bret= the ſalb, Let my little child be brought vp among the children of 
tergh. Jod,, and in the true feare and knowledge of his Maieſtie; fo _ 
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I meether in heauen, whom now I muſt leaue behindme on earth. 

Again, ſometime ſh& would pꝛap with a low volte to her William Bres- 
ſelfe, andthat ſaping of Paul, We haue not receiuedthe ſpirit of — 
bondage to feare any more, but the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we — 
crie, Abba father, was much in her mouth: and the laſt woꝛds 
Abba father, ſhe would double oftentimes ouer. She would fing 
to her ſelle the laſt verſe of the 13. Plalme. 

[ill gine thankes vnto the Lord. and praiſes to him ſing: 

Becauſe he hath heard my requeſt,and granted my wiſhing. 

Finally,fn theſe and ſuch like exerciſes and meditattons, did ſh& 
ſpend the whole time of her ſickenes, after the Loꝛd had once en» 
larged her heart, from the tentations of Satan, 

But vpon Saturday about eleuen of theclocke in the mozning, May 30. 
the Lozd diſcloſed himſelle in mercy to her moze plentilully then 
ener befoze;and as Imap ſap, he dealt famſliarly with his hand» 
maid:fo2 from that time to her very death, which enſued the next 
dap, the le ling ol Datans tentations ſeemed quite to be baniſhed 
from her ; ſo that ſhe made no ſhew of them, her thoughts were 
not occupied with the.wozld, husband, child, oꝛ any thing elſe to 
dur think ing neither was her fickenes troubleſome to her, as be⸗ 
faze it had been: but as one raiſed ſrom death to life, oz rauiſhed 
in ſplrit, ſo (emed the to vs that ſtood by: her countenance ioy⸗ 
foll, ber tongue flowing with the p2aiſes of God, and her voice 
u moſt heauenly muſicke, and melodie of peace, ſounding pꝛaiſe, 

— _ and glozie to God ina wonderfull manner, as fol- 
weth. 

About efenen of the clockeſh& began to tremble and quake a 
little, and withall ſhe aſked her bus band if ber would helpe her Wilm Brer- 
with pzaper to God againſt the tempter,ſaping, Mill ye neither — "ny 
pzap with mer, no2 bꝛing ſome godlie man that may put holy tergh. 
things into my mind, wherebp J map be able to reſiſt Satan ? El2aberh 
hauing thus leid, ſhee bttered theſe woꝛds: O Lord God of my Challoner. 
laluation, helpe my weakneſſe, pleade thou my cauſe, O God of 
nuch, for in thee do Itruſt. After this, they pzaped together, and 
he anſwered Amen toenerp petitton. Then after this the requt- 
red him to readeſome part of the Scripture : whereupon hee read 
bnco her the 8, to the Romanes, the 91.Pſalme, and the 17, of 
lohn, the which as he read, and came tothe 4- verſe, __" 
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The Chriſtian life and death, &c. 
ſhed the worke which thou gaueſt me to do, and now plorifie me: 
ſhe deſiredhim to pauſe a while, then ſatd, Bleſſed be thy name, 
O bleſſed Saviour, perſect the worke, I humblic beſeech thee, 
which thou haſt begun in me. Chen as be read the 9. verſe, [pray 
not for the world, but for them which thou haſt giuen me, fo! they 
are thine: ſhe interrupted him againe ſoying, O Lord leſu, docſt 
thou pray for me? O bleſſed and ſweet Sauiour, how wonderſull! 
how wonderfull! how wonderfull are thy mercies! Reads on, ſaid 
ſhe, the bleſſed reading that ever I heard, the comtort whereof 
doth ſweeten my ſoule. Zhen reading verſe the 22. And the glo- 
tie which thou gaueſt mee, I haue giuen them, that they may bee 
one as we are one: with maruellous top ſhe vttered the woꝛds of 
Dauid manp times oner, I conſeſſe before the Lord his louing 
kindnes,and his wonderful works before the ſonnes of men:for he 
hath ſatisfied my ſoule, and filled my hungry ſoule with goodnes, 
When be came to the 24. verſe, Father, I will that = which 
thou haſt giuen me, be with me, euen where Iam, that they may 
behold my glorie, which thou haſt giuen me; tap, ſaid ſhe, ano 
let me meditate on the godnes of the Lo2d, foz this is the ſwæ⸗ 
teſt ſaping that euer came to my ſoule: foz now J perceine and 
fcele the countenance of Chꝛiſt mp redeemer is turned towards 
me, and the bzight ſhining beames of bis mercie is ſpꝛead over 
me: Oh happie am Ichat euer I was borne, to ſee this bleſſed 
day! Pꝛaiſe, pꝛaiſe, O pꝛaiſe the Lozd foz bismercies ; fo; hee 
bath bzought me out of darkenes,and the hadow of death: bee 


- bath delſneredmpy ſoule from the ſnare of the hunter, and hath 


taken me out of the den of Lions, euen from the iawes of Leuia- 
than, that piercing and crooked ſerpent, and hath ſet me in a plate 
ok reſt, and ſweete refreſhing: Oh praiſe the Lord O my ſoule, 
all that is within me praiſe his holy name: my ſoule praiſe thou 
the Lord, and forget not all his benefits, which forgiueth all thine 
iniquities, and healeth all thine infirmities: which hath redeemed 
thy life from the graue, and crowneth thee with mercie and com- 
paſſion. This ſhe often repeated: And then againe remembꝛing 
the 21. and 22. verſes of the 17. of Iohn, ſhee ſaid: O my ſweere 
Saviour, ſhall I be one with thee, as thou art one with thy Father? 
And wilt thou glorific mee with that glorie which thou haddeſt 
With the father before the world was? And doſt thou ſo loue — 
| | (whic 
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(which am but duſt and aſhes)to make me partaker of glorie with Plat.1444. 
Chriſt? What am I poore wretch,that thou art ſo mindfull of me? Plal 8.4. 


Oh how wonderfull ! how wonderfull! how wonderfull is thy 
love Oh thy loue is vnſpeakeable, that haſt dealt ſo gratiouſlie 
wich me / Oh I feele thy mercies,and oh that my tongue and heart 
wereable to ſound forth thy praiſes as I ought, and as I willingly 
would doe! Oh that you all would helpe me to praiſe the holie 
one of l{rael,the God of all conſolations! And thus fo the ſpace 
of fine houres together at the leaſt,ſh&e continued pꝛailing and 
lauding the Lozd, with ſuch a gladſome and heauenly counte» 
nance,teſtifping ſuch inward fop, from a comfoztable feeling of 
the mercies of God in her ſoule, and vſing ſach ſwete lentences, 
and ſugred pbzaſes of perfect and holy eloquence, as the truth 
thereof,if it could haue been taken, were admirable,continuing 
ſo many houres together; ſome part whereof was this: 

Oh my Lord, oh my God, bleſſed bee thy name for euermote, 


which haſt ſhewed me the path of life. Thou didſt O Lord hide Eu. 54.8. 


thy face from me for a little ſeaſon, but with everlaſting mercie, 
thou haſt had compaſſion on me: And now bleſſed Lord thy com- 
fortable preſence is come, yea Lord, thou haſt had reſpect vnto 
thy handmaid, and art come with fulnes of ioy, and abundance of 
conſolations : O bleſſed be thy name O Lord my God. Then h& 


repeated part of the 16. Plalme, ſaping : The Lord in the portion 16. fl. 


of mine inheritance, wherefore my heart is glad, and my tongue 
reioyceth : Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life: In thy preſence is 
fulnes of ioy, and at thy right hand there are pleaſures for euer- 
more: Oh that I could therefore praiſe the Lord, as hee is werthie 
to be praiſed ! J will ſing to the Lord, I will fing to the praiſe of 


the God of Iſrael : come, come, (ſaith ſhe) and helpe me, O helpe ludges . 3. 


meto praiſe the Lord, And with that ſhe began to ſing the third 
Pſalme, and continued to the end of the Pſolme, as perfedlp, 
and with as ſweete a voice, as ener the had befoze in her health; 
and concluded wth the 49. verſe of the 1 06,Pſalme ; 

The Lord the God of I ſrael, be bleſt for exermore : 

Let ali the people ſay Amen praiſe ye the Lord therefore. 

And after this ſye ſaid, O praiſe the Lord, for hee hath filled 

me with ioy and gladnes of heart, ind brought me from the gates 


of hell, and ef death: repeating that of the 16,Pſalme, My = is Pſal166. 
; | | 1 


— — 
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fallen vnto me in a pleaſant place: yea I haue a faire heritage, for 
the Lord is the portion of mine inheritance: The place where 
now am, is ſweete and pleaſant : Oh how pleaſant is the ſueete 
perfume of the place where Ilie! It is ſweeter then Aarons com- 
poſed perfume of principall ſpices : how comfortable is the ſweet- 
nes I feele! It is like that odour that proceeds from the golden 
cenſor,that delights my ſoule. The tafte is precious: doe you not 
feele it ? Oh ſo {weere it isl yea ſweeter then myrthe, the hony,or 
the hony combe. Let me therefore ſing againe, and againe vnto 
my Lord, and my God. Then the did ling the nineteenth Plalme, 
beginning at the ſeventh verſe, How perfe is the law of Cod, 
&c.and ſoon to the end of the ſame, Ind after that ſpirituall re- 
lopting, in ſingtrig of jÞſalmes, ſhe then pꝛaped vnto God faithful- 
Ip, and pꝛaiſed the Lo2d againe iopfully. And being til! full of 
theſe,and ſuch like heauenly conſolacions,ſhe did ſing againe moſt 
beartily, vnto the pꝛaiſe of God the x 36, Pſalme. Praiſe yee the 


Lord, for hee is good, for his mercie endureth for euer: &c. Jn 


which Plalme, for his mercie endureth for euer, is 26, times re 
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William Fox, 


Pal 27.1.3, 


Deut. 4-31. 


peated. A Chziltian friend comming in at the ſame time, which 
was about ſire of the clocke in the eventing, maruelling to ſee her 
erceeding ioyes, and heauenly harmonie, wherein ſhe continued 
with ſuch wozds and ph2aſcs, that were ſo ſpirituall, pzayed fo} 
the tontinuance of the ſame vnto the end: whereupon ſhee then 
burſt out relating further ot her topes,ſaying : Oh the ioyes! the 
ioyes! the joyes! that I ſeele in my ſoule ! oh they be wonderfull! 
they bee wonderfull! they bee wonderfull ! And after that,ſkce 
pꝛaped foz increaſe of faith, and that God would ſtrengthen her 
againſt tentations, with continuall crauing of cemifſion of ſins, 
euer meditating of heanenly matters, as by her ſudden and often 
bzeaking out into beanenly ſpeeches, and pꝛaiſes, did appcare: 
fo2 the ſame euening ſhe lying Nill and ſilent foz a while, one 
p2ayed her to remember the Lozd Jeſus, and that ſhee would ia 
ber heart pzayfo2 conſtancie in her fopfull courſe ; whereupon 
ſhee anſwered with a delightſome and cheerefull conntenance 
and comfoztable voyce : Oh (iaid ſhe) ſo 1 doe, for the Lord is wy 
light, and my ſaluation, whom then ſhall I feare ? Though an hoſt 
itch againſt me, yet my heart ſhall not bee afraid, for the Lord 
th ſaid, I will not leaue thee, nor forſake thee. Indeed, 1 wo 
vtterly 


of Miſtris Katherin Brettergh. 
vtterly haue fainted, but that I belecued to ſee the goodneſſe of PH. . 3. 
the Lord in the land ofthe living, And now my heart is readie, my Pial.1c3.1, 
heart is readie and prepared, yea, it panteth after thee O God: as 
the Hart brayeth after che rivers of water, ſo panteth my ſoule at- Plal.4z.1.2, 
ter thee O God: my ſoule thirtteth for God, euen for the liuing 
God. When Lord, when ſhall I come and appeare before thy pre- William Bret - 
ſence? & e. Daping then ſucther ; Lord, ith it hath pleaſed thee to tergh. 
prepare my heart, whether to life or death, thy will bee done, diſ- 
ar of me to thine one gloric : I amthine Lord, work thy bleſ- 
ſed pleaſure and good will vpon me. And after this ſhe fell into a 
ſhoꝛt lumber, and awaking ſaid, as the ſpouſe ſaid bato Chꝛiſt 
in the Canttcles : Oh come kifle me with the kiſſe of thy mouth, Cant. 1. 1. 
for thy loue is better then wine, Oh how ſweete the kiſſes of m 
$21iour bee? Then one ſaid vnto her, alluding to that place of yyitiam Fox, 
S.lohn,Reucl. 3.8, and pzaping that the Loꝛd would anoint her 
with the eye-ſalue of his grace, that Thee might (cc and behold 
bis gloꝛie. To whom ſhe anſwered, Mine cycs are opened, mine 
eyes ate opened, though for a while they were cloſed vp and ſhut; 
yet now I thanke my God, mine eyes are opened, and I doe feele 
and ſee the euerliuing mercies of my Chriſt: ſapingthen further, 
as it is iu the 27, Plalme: Thou ſaidſt, ſecke my face: my heart pl ay 
anſwered to thee, O Lord I will ſeek thy face, O hide not therfore "EE 
thy face from me, nor caſt thy ſeruant away in diſpleaſure, thou 
haſt been my ſuccour, leaue me not, nor forſake me, O God of m 
ſaluation. And being willed to commit her ſonle into the hands 
1 Chꝛiſt, the ſaid: O Lord leſus, thou haſt redeemed me,pleade William Bret- 
thou my cauſe, for into thy hands alone doe I commit my ſpirit, O tergb. 
thou God of truth. And then feeling moze fop to abound, one — 2 
praiſing God with ber fo2 his mercies ſbewed toward her, ſhee ,,, —_ 4 
further fa(d: I giue thee thanks O father, Lord of heauen & earth, Niatth. 1a. 
becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things fromthe wiſe, and men of vn« 
derſtanding, and haſt opened them vnto me thy poore handmaid, 
which am but duſt and aſhes,O how merciful and maruellous gra- 
tious art thou vnto me! yea Lord, I feele thy mercy,& I am aſſured william Fox. 
efthy loue, & ſo certaine am I therof, as thou art the God of truth, 
enen ſo ſure do I know my ſelſe to be thine,O Lord my Godzand pl. 39.10. 
tus my ſoule knoweth right wel, and this my ſoule knoweth right 
ne: hich word of der aarance,he oft repeated. Pyeſentl af 
2 er. 


—— 


The Chriſtian life and death 
William Bret- fer this.ſitting vp in her chaire,ſhe ſang the fourth — and 


_ then being laid downe againe in her bed, ſhee confidently ſpake 
— theſe woꝛds: I am ſure that my redeemer liueth, and that I ſhall 


ſee him at the laſt day,whom I ſhall ſee, and mine eye ſhal behold, 
and though after my skin, wormes deſtroy this bodie, yet ſhall | 
ſee Godin my fleſh with theſe eyes, and none other. 

Maſter Willi. Then came in to ſee her toward enening, Paſter William 
am Harrilon. Harriſon the Preacher, pzatſing God foz her continuance, in that 
_ Bret. her iopfull and moſt happie courſc: and perſwading her to an ho⸗ 
Wilna Fox, lie perſeuerante in the ſame,ſhe thanked him, and deſired him to 
lohn Bret · keſopte in Chꝛiſt with her, and to pꝛaiſe God foz his merties 
ter gh. to her, and ſatd : Oh Maſter Harriſon, my ſoule hath been com- 


— 5 F aſſed about with terrors of death, feare within, & feare without, 
vodward. the ſorrowes of hell were vpon me, knots and knorres were vpon 
my ſoule, (which twice oꝛ thꝛice ſhe repeated) and a roring wil. 

dernes of woe was within me; but bleſſed, bleſſed, bleſſed, be the 

Lord my Cod, who hath not left me comfortleſſe, but like a good 

Pfal.z3-2.3. ſhepheard, hath hee brought mee into a place of reſt, even to 


the ſweete running waters of life, that flow out of the ſanctuatie 

of God, and hee hath led me into the greene paſtures, where I am 

fed, and exceedingly comforted : yea, he hath reſtored my ſoule, 

and lead me into the plaine and eaſie paths of righteouſnes, The 

way that now I goc in, is a ſweet and eaſie nondetnes with flo- 

. Plal.147.14. wers, and as a Pe ſandie way; yea, it is more eaſie and ſoft then 
the ſand, for I goe and tread vpon wheate, euen vpon the fineſt 

flower of wheat: Oh bleſſed be the Lord; Oh bleſſed be the Lord, 

that hath thus comforted mee, and hath brought mee now toz 

place, more ſweete vnto me then the Garden of Eden. Oh the 

toy ! the ioy, the delightſome ioy that feele ! Oh how wonder- 

full, how wonderfull, how wonderfull is this ioy ! O praiſe the 

Lord for his mercies, and for this ioy which my ſoule feeleth full 

well: praiſe his name for evermore, And theſe pꝛaiſes of God, ſhe 

William Brer- ſounded fozth,like Dauids harmonie, being indued with Davids 
_ „ bplrtt, to the pꝛalſe ol the eternall and mercifull God,continuing 
Woodward, Al night in ſuch like pzapers and pzaiſes to God, except ſame (mal 
time, that ſher was ſilent and quiet. Paſter Harriſon pzayed 

twice with her that euening, as alſo in the mozning (being 
Whitſunday.) After he had pzaped once with her, going 3 
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ward his publike charge, ſhe ſent foz him to pzap once moze with 
her befoze bee went, which hee did; to the top and gladneſle of 
heart, both ol her, and al that were pꝛeſent: andſo he tooke leaue 
ol her, and departed. 

Another falthfall men oz two came peſentlie in that moz- M. Edward 
ning. and diuers others well affected, who were with her at the — ome MM 
ume of ber death, and often payed with her that fozenoone, ſh lan Bac. 
ſtill abounding in ſpiritual comfo2ts and conſolations:ſomtimes tergh. 
as one awaking out of fleepe, ſh& would ſav, the Lord was her lohn Bret 
keeper, and deliuerer. Againe, one ſaping vnto her, the Loꝛd t<r«b. 
helle ou: Yea (ſaith ſhe) and the Lord leſus bleſſe vs all. And — 4 
ſo ſeeming to ſleepe a little while, and awaking againe ſhe ſatd — Maud 
Lord I truſt in thee, haue mercy vpon me, giue me ſtrẽgth to praiſe grenergh. 
thee : defend and preſetue me in the houre of tentation, and lay Miſtcis Scho- 
no more ypon me, then thou wilt inable me to beare. Afterwards laſtica 1 
being aſked, if he would haue the ioyne in pꝛaier together again —— 
witd her: O yes (ſaid ſhe) for Chriſts ſake I deſire it :ſaping thus ag mers 
to her ſelle: Heare O Lord, and haue mercie vpon me: Lord bee moe. 
thou my helper, Thou haſt looſed my ſacke, and gitded me with Pfal. 30. 10. 
gladneſſe: therfore will I praiſe the, O Lord my God: I will giue 11.3. 
thankes to thee for evermore. With that, all that were pzeſent 
did ioyne in pzaper with her, and in concluſion vſing the Lords 
prayer, which the ſald with them, to thine is the kingdome ; ber 
krength then being gone, her tongue failed her, and ſo che lap 
lent foz a while, enery one iudging her then to bee neere death, 
der ſkrength and ſpeech failing ber: pet after a while, lifting vp 
der eyes with a ſwoete countenance and fil! vopte, ſaſd:; My EI 40. . 
warrefare is accompliſhed, and my iniquities are pardoned, Lord Plal z wa g⁶. 
whom haue I in heauen but thee 3 and I haue none in earth but 
thee : my fleſh faileth, and my heart alſo, but God is the ſtrength 
of my heart, and my portion for euer. He that preſerueth Iacob, 
and defendeth his Iſrael, hee is my God, and will guide me vnto 
death: guide me O Lord my God, and ſuffer me not to faint, but 
keepe my ſoule in ſaferie. And with that the pꝛeſentip fell alleepe 
inthe Lozd,paſſing away in peace, without any motion of bode 
at all; and ſo peelded vp the Ghoſt, a ſweete Sabbaths ſacrifice 
about foure of the clocke in the afternoone,of Whitſunday, being 
the laſt of May, 1601. 
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The Chriſtian life and death,&c. 

Cbis was the death of that vertuous Gentlewoman, happt⸗ 
lie dying in the Loꝛd, and reaping the benefit of a holie p3ofeſſy 
on, Mherein wee cannot but acknowledge and reuerente the 
mercie of God, who in our greateſt infirmitymakes his grace to 
thine moſt cleerely, A ſure teſtimonie of the truth of our pꝛokel. 
ſion, ſeruing to incourage vs therein, and to moue vs to a godlie 
life; It muſt needes bee a diuine Religion, and a true, comming 
krom Cad, that thus can fill che heart and mouth of a weake wo⸗ 
man, at the time 3f death, with ſuch admirable toniſoꝛt. And a 
wzetched conceite , and meere Antichziſtian is that religion, 
which ſo hateth and perſecuteth this faith, which ts thus able to 
leade the true · hearted pzofeſNo2s thereof, with ſuch vnſpeakeable 
peace bnto their graues, x 

Der Funerall was accompliſhed at Childwall Church on 
Wedneſday following, being the third of Tune. And now foz 
concluſton, ſeeing this bleſſed G:ntlewomanis takenſrom among 

vs, and receiued into the holy habitations of the beanenly 

* Jeruſalem, there to remaine in iop, glo ie, and bleſ⸗ 

ſednes fox euer moze:let vs lament foz our loſſe, 
but relotcefo2ber gaine; and let vs pꝛap, 
that in heart we could as willingiy 
wilh to be with her, as the is 
nom untuillung to be 


Salomon ſaith, The memorie of the iuſt ſhall be bleſſed: but 
the name ofthe wicked ſhall rot. Prou. ro. 7, 
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